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Essay/Speech Contest  

the war they all intended to come 
home to Randolph to pursue their 
dreams. 

This is the story of their 
childhood days and the local to 
international events of their time. 
It is also about the outfits in 
which they served, where they 
trained and fought, and the cir-
cumstances of their death. Then 
there was the aftermath which 
seemingly lasts forever. First, the 
difficult decision as to the perma-
nent burial of the soldier arose. 
(Two of the men were lost at sea, 
yet their relatives still hoped for a 
miraculous survival.) Only one 
soldier's remains were returned 
home. 

To their close friends and 
siblings, their memories remain 
forever young, forever fresh. To 
the author, the eight men became 
like friends. May the reader also 
become friends with Bobby, 
Frisco, Barny, Billy, George, 
Don, Elmer, 
and George 
Jr.; and may 
the reader be 
moved to 
learn more 
about their 
own local ser-
vicemen of 
World War 
II."  

Heritage Books, Inc. has 
moved the production date for 
Richard Staats' Eight Men in 
Granite, A Grassroots History of 
World War II up to November 
11, 2008. The catalog blurb 
reads: "This is the story of the 
eight men whose names appear 
on the gray granite marker in 
front of the Randolph, Ohio town 
hall: Robert E. Francisco, Henry 
B. Wise, George Reisinger, 
Robert H. Hillard, Elmer L. 
Leech, William H. Bettes, George 
M. Buzek, and Donald A. Dib-
ble. It includes details of their 
military service, circumstances 
of their deaths, and their burial." 
The paperback book is 362 pages 
and has photographs of the eight 
servicemen. It is rather pricey at 
$31.50, but perhaps we can get a 
discount price for those who are 
interested in the book. 

In part, these are the au-
thor's comments on the book 
jacket: "None of the eight men 
were close buddies, although 
they were probably aware of the 
others who lived in the rural com-
munity. They had different per-
sonalities; each had his own goals 
in life and strong family ties. 
Most of them had a sweetheart 
waiting for them. They all had a 
great sense of humor, and after 

Eight Men in Granite, A Grassroots History of World 

Chili Dinner  
 

  The annual chili dinner 
will be held in late March. Details 
are still to be worked out. 
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 From 500,000 to 675,000 U. S. 
citizens died from the flu that winter. In 
October 1918 the Randolph citizens were 
deeply concerned. The Randolph news 
correspondent reported: "All public gath-
erings as well as schools and churches are 
closed here for the present. No cases of 
influenza are reported here, but there are 
a number of cases of lagrippe [severe 
colds]"  
 Let this be a reminder. If you 
haven't received your flu shot, get one. 

 

Become a member from the Randolph Historical Society
Just fill out the form below and mail it in.

RANDOLPH HIST ORICAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP APPLICA TION

NAME  _____________________________  PHONE  ___________________

ADDRESS  _____________________________________________________

o Regular Membership $10.00 Y r. o Fami ly Membership $15.00 Y r.

o Special Student Membership  $5.00 Y r.

* Meetings ar e at 7:30 on the f ourth T uesda y of the month

at the R andolph T own Hal l

Randolph Historical S ociet y, B ox 254 , R andolph, Ohio 44265

The flu epidemic of 1918-1919 af-
fected 28% of the United States 

population. 

Old sports stories are always interesting and informative in some way. The Randolph 
boys lost 12-0 to Aurora in late October 1925. (Incidentally, the Aurora Greenmen are in the play-
offs this year.) The good news for historians, however, was that the team members were listed. 
Among the Randolph team were such longtime familiar names as Hartley, Stanford, Housley, 
Hillard, Ladd, VanDype, Brockett, Chauncey, Seaman, Roundy, Bereford, Lamp and Oesch. 


